
 

 
Happy November!  And welcome to The Beach Club's News You Can Use 
 

Coming to you very soon is the Annual Meeting mail out which will include: the Notice of and 
Agenda for the Annual Meeting, your Voting Proxy along with brief Bios for candidates running for 
the Board, and the 2020 proposed budgets. 

VOTING PROXY - It is very important that you return your voting proxy as soon as possible.  
Please note that all owners must sign the proxy if mailing it in or must be listed if you are emailing 
it in.  Also note that your proxy can only vote as you indicate on the form.  For example, if you 
do not vote for directors, no vote will be cast for directors for you.  In the past, we have heard that 
the word “proxy” is confusing.  Basically, just vote in the same manner as you would if you were 
voting in any public election.  If you skip something…no vote!  We are using the same emailing 
program as last year that should make casting your vote even easier.  If you have any questions 
after receiving your Annual Meeting information packet, please contact the Resort at 904-471-
2626. 

PROPOSED BUDGETS - There are three major areas in the budget that make up the calculation 
of proposed dues, Operating, Taxes and Reserves.  See below for detail. 

Operating Budget 

The Operating budget lists what was actually spent through August 31st, what we anticipate 
collecting and spending through the end of the year, the 2019 budgeted amounts (total and per 
week) and then the 2020 proposed budget (totals and per week).  We are proposing a less than 
1% increase in the Operating Budget for 2020.  This increase is strictly due to funds being included 
for dune vegetation maintenance and for legal fees to produce the proxy for the ownership to vote 
on the Sunset Clause. 

Real Estate Taxes 

Our assessed value and real estate taxes, especially for the two-bedroom units, went up this year, 
as did the amount of taxes that will be due for 2019 and consequently for 2020.   We are proposing 
a $1.17 increase for a one-bedroom and $4.49 increase for a two-bedroom to cover these 
increases in real estate taxes on the Real Estate Tax portion of the 2020 Budget. 

Reserves 

Now that we have a contract in place for the plumbing project, we feel that there are sufficient 
funds in reserves to start the project.  Although there are still a number of unknowns expected as 
the project progresses to inside the units, we have left reserve funding at the same level, with no 
increase for 2020. 

Please know that we work very hard in conjunction with on-site staff and management to keep 
fees as reasonable as possible.  With an aging property, upkeep is essential.  In total, the 
proposed fees for a one bedroom unit for 2020 is $624.37, an increase of $4.77 (.77%) and 
$676.13 for a two bedroom unit, an increase of $8.28 (1.24%).  Still a very reasonable fee for a 
Gold Crown week of ocean front accommodations, not to mention free beach parking with day 
use and the potential use of up to 7 bonus days per year.   

BOARD NEWS: 
The next regular meeting of your Board of Directors is scheduled for December 6th at 1:30pm 
and the Annual Meeting for 2019 is December 7th at 9:30am.  All owners are invited and 
encouraged to attend.  If you are unable to attend but would like to have something addressed, 
please send your correspondence to the Board, c/o The Beach Club, 2 Ocean Trace Road, St. 
Augustine, FL 32080 or email to:  TBCboard@VacationFLA.com.    
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Your current Board of Directors are:   
 
Donita Burke-Higgins – President (g8rzdb@gmail.com) 

Cathy Klingensmith Yancey - Vice President (klingensmith3556@gmail.com) 

Lora Knopf – Secretary (lovemybeachclub@gmail.com) 

Ann Hendricks – Treasurer (ggma30@gmail.com) 

John Zino – Director (johnz.beachclub@gmail.com) 

Mike Demetrio – Director (mikeanna65@carolina.rr.com) 

Carol Powell – Director (cvp0418@yahoo.com) 

Board members are elected for two-year terms, and 3 or 4 are up for election each year.  
If you are interested in running for a position on your Board of Directors, and would like 
more information, please give us a call or send us an email.  The Nomination Form is 
available from www.VacationFLA.com under forms in the owners section,  or by clicking:   
https://owners.vacationfla.com/wp-content/docs/TBC/TBC_BOD_NOM_COMMITTEE.pdf .  A 
completed form must be received at The Beach Club by October 27th to be in this year’s 
election. 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION – PLEASE READ – It’s come to our attention that some people 
may not have been able to open the attachment in the last few newsletters.  In case you missed 
it, we’ve reprinted it below.  We cannot stress the importance of this upcoming event enough and 
really encourage you to take the time to read and understand this letter.  If there is anything you 
do not understand, or if you have any questions, please let us know.  We have promised to provide 
you with additional information as it becomes available, but it would really help us to know what 
type of information you might find helpful and would like for us to provide.  What questions or 
concerns do you have?  While March 2024 is still a few years away, we want everyone to be able 
to make an informed decision when the time comes for us to ask you to vote.  Please email your 
questions, concerns and desired additional information to us at:     TBCboard@VacationFLA.com.
 Thank you! 
 
Dear Beach Club Owners, 
 
Now that we all know what the “Sunset Clause” is, it’s important not to panic or assume the worst. 
These clauses are in nearly every Timeshare’s documents. In the early days of timeshare, 
developers thought they had something good, but wondered if everyone would still think so in 30-
40 years. As protection, “Sunset Clauses” were written into timeshare contracts and continues 
into today's documents. If an owners association were to come to the reality that they were no 
longer financially viable, they would have a means to re-purpose their resort. 
 
Basically when a timeshare plan nears it’s “expiration date” (ours is mid-March 2024) the owners 
have 3 options. (1) Vote to extend the timeshare plan for a period of time, (2) Vote to terminate 
the plan, (3) Do nothing, which would let the timeshare plan automatically terminate. Your Board 
and management feels strongly that owners should have the opportunity to vote on what happens 
at their resort. 
 
TO EXTEND: If the ownership votes to extend the timeshare plan, all rights and privileges are 
extended for the period of time stated in the extension amendment, recommended 10 years. A 
vote to extend the timeshare plan needs to take place no more than one year prior to the expiration 
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date and no less that 6 months in advance of it (Mid-March to Mid-September 2023). Using a 
special proxy that’s good for three years, The Beach Club owners could start voting to extend the 
timeshare plan as early as next year.  We are currently working with an attorney to prepare this 
proxy. 
 
TO TERMINATE: If the ownership votes to terminate, or does not vote, the timeshare plan will 
automatically terminate and owners become Tenants in Common. The Board of Directors would 
become Trustees of the property, with the fiduciary responsibility to conduct the Association’s 
business, including maintaining the property and finding a buyer for it. Owners would still be 
responsible for the costs associated with the property until it is sold. Once sold, the proceeds 
would pay outstanding expenses and liabilities, with any remaining balance distributed to the 
owners as determined by their ownership share. We do not currently know what the property 
might sell for, what the expenses might be, or how long it may take to complete the sale. Without 
a Timeshare plan, there would be no reservation plan for owners to use the property, however it 
would not change the corporate status of the Association or eliminate your ownership in the 
condominium. 
 
Your Board of Directors is working with management to coordinate continued communication 
regarding this clause to insure all owners are informed of dates and options pertinent to this issue. 
As additional information is available it will be provided to you in newsletters, emails, etc. 
 
If you have any questions, please email them to: TBCboard@VacationFLA.com. 
 
Thank you, 
The Beach Club Board of Directors and Management 
 
 
REMINDERS: 
Reservations are open for both seasons for 2020.  All requests must be made in writing (or email) 
and include payment of the 2020 fees before a reservation can be secured. 

Standard office hours for conducting business, are 9am-5pm daily, Monday thru Saturday.  With 
the holiday season right around the corner, please note that our offices and lobby will be closed 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  Our lobby will also close early at 5pm, 
on December 5th, December 24th and 31st. 
 
Please follow us on facebook at: www.facebook.com/staugustinethebeachclub.  Also, don’t forget 
you have 24/7 access to past newsletters, condo docs, meeting minutes, etc. from the Owners 
section of:  www.VacationFLA.com.  The password is “beach” (all lower case). 
 
PROJECTS UPDATE: 
In the next few months the dune walkover will be replaced with composite material everywhere 
you touch.  While some people have suggested that this material may get hotter than wood, we 
still feel it’s the best product for us in providing a safe, splinter-free, long lasting walkover. 

The plumbing replacement project has started and the common areas are nearly completed.  
Work will continue on the outside of the unit buildings and in January move inside the units.  
Depending of what needs to be done inside the units to access the plumbing, we may also have 
time to remove some of the wallpaper to update the look of the interior of the units.    

We are in the process of getting bids to update our wireless internet equipment with the work to 
be completed after the first of the year. 
 
LOCAL HAPPENINGS: 
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Fall is finally in the air and the holidays are right around the corner!  Here are some upcoming 
events you may enjoy: 
 
Every Wednesday enjoy the Farmer’s Market at the St. Augustine Beach pier at 350 A1A from 
7:30am-12:30pm.   There’s also a night market on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month from 
6-9pm. 
 
Friday, November 1st enjoy the 1st Friday Art Walk from 5-9pm at the downtown galleries.  
Washington Oaks park also does a Garden Walk at 10am. 

The 1st Wednesday of each month enjoy the Lighter Museum Curator’s Tour at 10am for a chance 
to see behind-the-scenes.  Tour is included with regular admission. 75 King Street. 

Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday enjoy cannon firing at the Castillo de San Marcos at 10:30, 
11:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30. 

November 7th (10-11am) and 12th (2-3pm) you can learn about Treasures of the Beach on a tour 
lead by a guide leaving from Nease Beachfront Park at 3171 Coastal Highway that will point out 
interesting things that can be found on local beaches.  Free but registration is required. 
The annual Historic Lincolnville Festival will take place at the Linconville Museum and Cultural 
Center at 102 MLK Friday to Sunday, November 8-10, 2019. The free festival is a celebration of 
the history and cultural importance of the Lincolnville community in St. Augustine, with music, 
dancing, food and drink, and fun activities for the whole family.  Additionally, the festival will feature 
local vendors, arts and crafts, food, beer, wine and other beverages. Guests are welcome to bring 
blankets and chairs. There will be a children's area with a moon bounce, games and story time.   
Visit:  www.visitstaugustine.com/event/lincolnville-festival. 
November 9th enjoy the 35th Annual Ancient City Auto Show at the Florida School for the Deaf 
and Blind at 207 N San Marco Ave. from11am-3pm. 

In honor of Veterans Day, the World Golf Hall of Fame offers free admission to active-duty military, 
veterans, and their dependents on Nov. 9-11, 2019.  The Castillo de San Marcos will offer free 
admission to everyone on the 11th.  Old Town Trolly offers free trolly tours, admission to the Old 
Jail, Oldest Store and Potter’s Wax Museum on the 11th to all active duty, retired, and honorably 
discharged military and first responders.  There is a Memorial Ceremony at Lakeside Park 
Veterans Memorial located at 2340 A1A South from 3-4pm and a Veteran’s Day Celebration at 
Anastasia Baptist Church located at 1650 A1A South.   

Lots of events showcase the full moon on November 12th.  There’s a sail boat tour, lighthouse 
tour, paddles, beach yoga and lots more. 

The 2nd & 4th Saturday of the month, the Guana Tolomato Matanzas hosts Family Seining from 
9-11am, where families can learn to cast a sein net to collect various fish and crab species. Free, 
with $3 per vehicle parking fee. Please call (904) 823-4500 to reserve a spot. 

The 2nd Saturday of each month Washington Oaks Park has a plant sale from 10am-2pm 

Saturday, November 23rd beginning at 4pm you can watch the City of St. Augustine flip the switch 
on three million white lights decorating the Plaza and buildings all over historic downtown. The 
Nights of Lights Lighting Ceremony, also known as Light Up! Night, starts with a free concert 
and a countdown, and the ceremony is followed by more live music. 

On the Third Saturday of the month, the Tolomato Cemetery offers free guided tours from 11 
a.m. – 3 p.m. at 16 Cordova St.  Located on the site of an early 18th-century Franciscan Indian 
mission to the native Guale people, this cemetery dates back to St. Augustine’s early history. 

Saturday (10a-5p) and Sunday (10a-4:30p), November 30-December 1st you can enjoy the 54th 
Annual Art & Craft Festival at Francis Field. With over 100 artists displaying their work, it's easy 
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to find the perfect gift.  The festival features all sorts or art, artists demonstrations, the Hyundai 
Kids Art Zone, and the Colonial Corner presented by the Textile Arts Guild of St. Augustine, as 
well as a wide variety of international food, and beer and wine. Live music will include local groups 
presented by the Gamble Rogers Festival.  $2 donation at the gate. 

Nights of Lights – November 23 through January 31 - During Nights of Lights, St. Augustine 
glows with holiday magic - from the ground to the rooftops.  Selected by National Geographic in 
2011 and 2012 as one of the 10 best holiday lighting displays in the world, St. Augustine's Night 
of Lights features millions of tiny white lights that create a magical atmosphere in the nation's 
oldest city.  Be sure to check out www.visitstaugustine.com/event/nights-lights for more Nights of 
Lights unique events…Sunset sail…Wine and Carriage ride...Rockin’ Red Roadster Tour…and 
many more! 
 
And don’t forget about the great concerts at the St. Augustine Ampitheatre.  Check out the               
schedule at https://www.staugamphitheatre.com/. 

For more information on these and other great events going on in and around St. Augustine, visit:  
www.floridashistoriccoast.com/events-festivals or www.augustine.com and click on events. 
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